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KG/WD 3rd January, 1962. 


F. MeLay, Esq., 

6, Allander Street, 
Glasgow, 

Scotland. 


Dear Mr. McLay, 


Thank you very much for sending me your play 
entitled "A Name In Giant Letters", which I return 
herewith. I notice that it is your first submission 
to this company. 


The reports of the readers on the play have 
; been encouraging. Although it is at least fifteen 
- minutes too short for a 60-minute production (actual 
playing time required is 50 minutes) and you make 
no provision for a break half-way through, the actual 
writing was thought to be most promising. 


One report said "This is not a play at all, it 
is an extraordinary little fragment, a conversation 
piece which generates atmosphere. As a style sample 
only, it is interesting and promising. The dialogue 
has remarkable power and dynamism, despite its 
meandering and its reliance on the shock effect of its 
outspokerness, and the four characters, though only 
sketches, are highly imaginative creations. There are 
the raw materials for a play scattered about in it." 


If this is your first attempt at writing for the 
medium, I would like to congratulate you, and I hope 
that you will continue to develop your strong latent 
talent. I shall, in any case, be delighted to have 
the opportunity of seeing any of your future work, 
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F., McLay, Esq. ~2= 3rd January, 1962. 


Together with your script I enclose Some Notes 
For Intending Writers and a Memorandum to Authors 
which might prove helpful to you. : 


Thank vou again for letting me see the script. 


Yours sincerely, 


3 Bocls. 
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JVN/LA 4th September, 1962. 


Mle Fexqunar McLay Esq., 
Allander Street, 


Glasgow, N. 


Dear Mr. McLay, 


Thank you for letting us see "The Hunted" which I notice 
is the first play you have submitted to this company. 


The reports which I have had on this script from three of 
our readers and my Script Assistant were all encouraging but 
indicate that the play would not, because of the technical problems 
involved, be suitable for a live studio production. I think the 
following extract from one of the reports may be of interest to 
yous- 


"A curious play which, despite its confused exposition, the 
use of psychological symbols, and a lack of real character and 
story development, has sincerity, atmosphere and, at times, tragic 
force. It is a collection of fragments, the author has frequent 
resource to the recitation of peetry but, on the only occasion he 
tackles a complete scene, he writes extremely well. This is the 
scene with a psychiatrist in which the character emerges 
interestingly and intelligently." 


It was agreed that had you concentrated on a clear-cut 
storyline the play would probably have had more chance of realising 
its obvious potential. 
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Mr. McLay. 4th September, 1962. 


T hope you will not allow yourself to be too discouraged 
by the rejection of this script and I look forward to seeing any 
further plays for television which you may care to send us in 
the future. 


In the meantime I am returning the script to you herewith 
together with a Memorandum to Authors which I think you may find 
helpful. 


> 


Yours sincerely, 


le 


PETER WILLES. 
2 encl, Head of Drama 
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Maa/ND 15th Septembér, 1964 


Farquhar McLay, Esq., 
6, Allander Street, 
Glasgow N. 

‘ 


Dear Mr. McLay, 
I am returning herewith "Anna". 


de apree in the Department that the play has a sensitivity 
and poetic quality which make it stand out. Unfortunately, as its main 
theme is one of emotional poverty and hunger it would make harrowing 
viewing even if it had been written in television terms. We think, 
however, that the writing is shaped in Radio terms. All the emphasis 
is on vocal relationships and I think that Radio is the medium in which 
this script could be most effectively realized. 


I am very sorry about this reaction. Do let us see your 
next play. Thank you for sending us the script. 


Yours sincerely, 


DAVID. WALTON 
SCRIPT ASST. TO HEAD OF PLAYS 
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